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COMERTS 8 SVALBARD
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destroyer and emergency sulwmmrise base, thus simpiigying the tesk of
surveillance of Joviet submarines.

In the event of & confliet, the interustional status of Svalbard
then depend upon who tock the inttiative in spddenly establishing
themgelves militarily on the islands. Any forces there would, if
necessary, Le ssinteined by bringie: in supplies by air. FPrecedent,
if it be seeded, was suppiled by the Oermsn cecupsiion of the islands
during wWorid Wer II.
concession ares. They have tried t. extend thelr holdings to Frince
Kerl Islsed and heve ffered to buy from Norwy, at slmost any price,
shout the sctlvities of Soviet personcel on the islsnds snd the scouracy
of thelr coal pro@uction sod export figures. Soviets have refused to
entrance into and sxsmization: of $Be aines regulved by the tremty.
However, the condition of the minis; sguipeent and the sppesrance of
used to store silitery eguipmect wkich wvorld be seeded in the svent of
a coafliet and toat vesssls coming to the mining concession sre more
heavily losded thao those lesving, &ich sre supposedly lusded with coal.
There is, therefore, the obvicus deoger thst the Soviels alresdy possess
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the msopower snd eguipment needed to take over at sny time. Detalls
G/E-64, March 1997.

2. Befove estublishing & U.5. tase on Svaiberd the major legal cheteclas
presented by the 1520 Treaty wald rirst keve to be circwsvested. The
It is believed thsi ecaplete photc coversge is alvesdy
aceessible in seskiogton should it be oeeded for this parpose.

sites sre limited to those fjords shere deltss have been formed st the
nouths of the rivers snd to ¢ few marrov delts of level lend along the
const. Elpevbure, uoustals rsages rise precipitously simost from the
shore. Dhwmre are, however, seversl naturel sites thet, with slight
pregaration, could be used for lanfing light sod sedius sircraft during
the mmser sad esrly fall (Aagiet-October); but they would be unusable
during the pericd of maxizum thaw (Jupe-July). Considersble engineering
work would be reguirved to bhulld s field suiteble for snything more then
ocecagicnal use, and the hazard of frost-hesve dmuege vould hawe to be
overcome. The Gemmans used s oatursl fisld of the type described sbove
to lend JO-56's, BE-111's, and JU-5:'s during world war II.

Beiodeer Penizsula has bee: necticoed as possessing excellent
potential for the construction of & air stilp. <(oe major drawbeck is
Conseguently lighters would have to be used to land hemvy eguipment.
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Svallmrd. Severwnl additional apess -- such as Die Dje Flgts, on a
penineuls in the corthwest aud the southern tip of Prince Kmrl Forelaod --
are also potectial sites for air stripe. e nusrly level lmad and
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25X30se Karl Forelsad the most faworeble site for sn overt sirfisid.

Regardless of which site werc chosen for an airfield, it can be
mmmmwmx@mmmwihmuam
strip would not pass unnoticed. In sddition to fairly frequent boat
connections, the Soviets om Svaibard maintein commmicstion with the
sslnlacd by seeplase. They also undoubtedly fly sumercus military
recornalssance trips over the sres. A Swedish-Plunish Geonhyaio
Year Btation located on Murchigomtjord and a Poligh stetion co Svalbard
are supplied by sir and sew.

25X6D

n and Bereatsburg have

alongside berthing facilities cageble of secumodating amell cceen-going
carge vessels. Ny Alesund, Pyremiden, snd Crumsntbyen afford Zairiy sheltered
- b -
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